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Why has this report come to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee? 
The Member Protocol Task and Finish Group have finished their work and 
present their recommendations for the Committee to consider.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee are recommended to:

(a) Approve the Member Protocol and recommend to Council that it be 
approved; and

(b) Note the associated Member Protocol on planning site visits, 
approved by the Standards and Ethics Committee on the 5th 
November 2019, which will also be referred to Council for approval.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Member Protocol Task and Finish Group comprised of Councillor 
Andy Pratt as Chair and Councillors Felicity Wilson, Jackie Bowman 
and Jeanette Forster.

1.2 The Group met once and have now completed their work.

2.0 DETAIL

2.1 The Member Protocol was originally a part of a report to Full Council 
on 25 June 2019 as part of revisions to the Planning Chapter of the 
Copeland Borough Council Constitution. At that meeting, it was 
recommended that the entirety of the revisions were passed to the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) to be scrutinised.



2.2 At the meeting of OSC on 19 August, the Committee recommended 
that the Member Protocol Task and Finish Group be established to 
ensure that the protocol was complete and robust.

2.3 At the meeting of the Task and Finish Group, the Solicitor produced a 
revised draft protocol for members to consider. The proposed 
protocol was extended to cover both regulatory committees, 
Licensing Committee as well as Planning Panel, as both committees 
deal with quasi-judicial matters.

2.4 Members asked for provision for independent members to be placed 
in part A4 of the protocol to ensure that the needs of all members 
were taken into account. Provision was made for the Electoral and 
Democratic Services Manager to address any matters that may arise 
in relation to A4.

2.5 Members asked for it to be clearly stated in the protocol that 
members being trained to the highest standard in order to perform 
their duties.

2.6 The revised draft protocol is attached as Appendix A to this report.

2.7 Work has also been ongoing in respect of a separate protocol relating 
to planning site visits. Members will recall that at Council, on the 9th 
September 2019, concern was raised over the ability of county and 
parish councillors, as well as ward councillors, to attend site visits. 
The original draft sought to prevent them attending and members 
considered this to be inappropriate. Council referred the matter to 
the Standards and Ethics Committee for further consideration. That 
Committee considered the matter on the 5th November 2019. They 
received a draft protocol which suggested a solution so that where 
local representatives are invited to a site visit that the planning 
applicant is also invited. That revised protocol as approved by that 
Committee is attached as Appendix B to this report for members’ 
information. That protocol will also be reported to Council for 
approval. 



3.0 CONCLUSION

3.1 The Task and Finish Group believe that the changes made to the 
protocol will ensure that the members of Copeland Borough Council 
will continue to perform to the best of their abilities and recommend 
that Overview and Scrutiny Committee agree the Member Protocol.

4.0 STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS

4.1 Legal Comments: The original report to Council highlighted a concern 
that parish councillors attending a site visit, to the exclusion of the 
applicant, could give rise to an appearance of bias and make any 
subsequent decision challengeable. The proposed protocol now 
removes this risk.

4.2 Monitoring Officer Comments: Supportive of legal comments; the 
protocol for site visits introduces appropriate equality and achieves 
the outcome of removing the risk of the appearance of bias, and, by 
implication, removes any associated or subsequent challenge related 
thereto.

4.3 Section 151 Officer Comments: Additional costs may be incurred if 
there are additional site visits.

4.4 Equality Impact Assessment Comments:



List of Appendices

A. Protocol for Licensing Committee and Planning Panel Members; and
B. Protocol for Planning Panel site visits.


